
OOuurr  mmiissssiioonn  iiss  ttoo  ddeeffeenndd  aanndd  
pprroommoottee  tthhee  ffuunnddaammeennttaall  pprriinncciipplleess
aanndd  vvaalluueess  eemmbbooddiieedd  iinn  tthhee  BBiillll  ooff
RRiigghhttss,,  tthhee  UU..SS..  CCoonnssttiittuuttiioonn  aanndd  tthhee
NNeeww  YYoorrkk  CCoonnssttiittuuttiioonn,,  iinncclluuddiinngg
ffrreeeeddoomm  ooff  ssppeeeecchh  aanndd  rreelliiggiioonn,,  aanndd
tthhee  rriigghhtt  ttoo  pprriivvaaccyy,,  eeqquuaalliittyy  aanndd  dduuee
pprroocceessss  ooff  llaaww  ffoorr  aallll  NNeeww  YYoorrkkeerrss..
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AAbboouutt  tthhee  NNYYCCLLUU

TThhee  NNeeww  YYoorrkk  CCiivviill  LLiibbeerrttiieess  UUnniioonn
((NNYYCCLLUU))  iiss  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  nnaattiioonn''ss  
ffoorreemmoosstt  ddeeffeennddeerrss  ooff  cciivviill  lliibbeerrttiieess
aanndd  cciivviill  rriigghhttss..  FFoouunnddeedd  iinn  11995511  aass
tthhee  NNeeww  YYoorrkk  aaffffiilliiaattee  ooff  tthhee  
AAmmeerriiccaann  CCiivviill  LLiibbeerrttiieess  UUnniioonn,,  wwee
aarree  aa  nnoott--ffoorr--pprrooffiitt,,  nnoonnppaarrttiissaann  
oorrggaanniizzaattiioonn  wwiitthh  eeiigghhtt  cchhaapptteerrss
aanndd  rreeggiioonnaall  ooffffiicceess  aanndd  nneeaarrllyy
5500,,000000  mmeemmbbeerrss  aaccrroossss  tthhee  ssttaattee..  
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NNeeww  YYoorrkkeerrss  hhaavvee  tthhee  rriigghhtt  ttoo  
eennggaaggee  iinn ppeeaacceeffuull,,  pprrootteesstt  aaccttiivviittyy
oonn  ppuubblliicc  ssiiddeewwaallkkss,,  iinn  ppuubblliicc  ppaarrkkss
aanndd  oonn  ppuubblliicc  ssttrreeeettss iinn  NNeeww  YYoorrkk
CCiittyy..  TThhiiss  iinncclluuddeess  tthhee  rriigghhtt  ttoo
ddiissttrriibbuuttee  hhaannddbbiillllss  oorr  lleeaafflleettss;;  tthhee
rriigghhtt  ttoo hhoolldd  pprreessss  ccoonnffeerreenncceess,,
ddeemmoonnssttrraattiioonnss  aanndd  rraalllliieess;;  aanndd  tthhee
rriigghhtt  ttoo  mmaarrcchh  oonn  ppuubblliicc ssiiddeewwaallkkss
aanndd  iinn  ppuubblliicc  ssttrreeeettss..  TThhee  CCiittyy ccaann
aanndd  ddooeess  iimmppoossee  cceerrttaaiinn  
rreessttrriiccttiioonnss  oonn tthheessee  aaccttiivviittiieess,,  aanndd
iinn  ssoommee  iinnssttaanncceess  oonnee mmuusstt  oobbttaaiinn
aa  ppeerrmmiitt  bbeeffoorree  eennggaaggiinngg  iinn cceerrttaaiinn
aaccttiivviittyy..  TThhiiss  bbrroocchhuurree  iiss  iinntteennddeedd
ttoo  iinnffoorrmm  NNeeww  YYoorrkkeerrss  ooff  tthhee  bbaassiicc
rruulleess  ggoovveerrnniinngg  ddeemmoonnssttrraattiioonn  
aaccttiivviittyy..

DDoo  II  nneeeedd  aa  ppeerrmmiitt??
It depends on what you
want to do. If you want to
distribute handbills on a
public sidewalk or in a
public park; have a 
demonstration, rally or
press conference on a
public sidewalk; or march
on a public sidewalk and
you do not intend to use
amplified sound, you do
not need any permit. If you
want to use amplified
sound on public property;
want to have an event with
more than 20 people in a
New York City park; or
wish to conduct a march in
a public street, you will
need a permit. You will
also need a permit if you
want to conduct a 
procession involving 50 or
more vehicles or bicycles
in a public street. If you
wish to have an event on
the steps of City Hall or in
the plaza in front of the

steps, you need to make
special arrangements with
the Police Department.

IIff  II  wwaanntt  ttoo  ddiissttrriibbuuttee
hhaannddbbiillllss;;  hhaavvee  aa  
ddeemmoonnssttrraattiioonn,,  rraallllyy,,  pprreessss
ccoonnffeerreennccee;;  oorr  mmaarrcchh  oonn
aa  ppuubblliicc  ssiiddeewwaallkk,,  wwhhaatt
ddoo  II  nneeeedd  ttoo  ddoo??
Nothing but plan your event.
If you want, you can notify
the Police Department, but
that is not required. If you
do notify the Police 
Department, officers may
appear at the event; if your
event involves a significant 
number of people, the 
Police Department may set
up a “pen” in which they
will ask you to stand.

In conducting your event,
you cannot block pedestrian
passage on a sidewalk, so
you should leave at least
one-half of the sidewalk
free. You cannot block 
building entrances.

WWhhaatt  iiff  II  wwaanntt  ttoo  mmaarrcchh  iinn
aa  ppuubblliicc  ssttrreeeett??
You may be able to march in
a public street (as opposed
to on a sidewalk) in some
circumstances. In every 
instance, you must obtain a
permit from the Police 
Department. If you expect
to have fewer than 1,000 
people in your march, you
can apply for a permit at
the precinct in which the
march will originate. If you
expect 1,000 people or
more, you must apply at 
Police Headquarters (1 
Police Plaza, Room 1100A)
in lower Manhattan. You
can download a permit 
application from the front
page of the NYPD’s website
(http://www.nyc.gov/html/ny
pd/html/home/home.shtml),
which has a link on the
left-hand side under the
“Find Services” section to
“permits.”

There is no fee to apply

for a parade permit. As a
general rule, the Police
Department will only allow
marches to take place in
the street if the group has
enough people so that it is
not safe or otherwise 
reasonable for the group to
march on the sidewalk. In
those instances in which a
group is allowed to march
in the street, the police will
close a portion of the 
roadway for the group.

CCaann  II  hhaavvee  aa  vveehhiiccllee  oorr  
bbiiccyyccllee  pprroocceessssiioonn  iinn  aa
ppuubblliicc  ssttrreeeett??
You are entitled to drive or
ride as a group on a public
street, but if you have 50 or
more vehicles or bicycles
in the procession, you will
need to obtain a parade
permit from the Police 
Department. These permit
applications are handled the
same way as applications
for street marches.

WWhhaatt  iiff  II  wwaanntt  ttoo  uussee  
aammpplliiffiieedd  ssoouunndd??
If you want to use amplified
sound in a public place, you
must receive a permit from
the Police Department. You
can download an amplified
sound permit application
from the front page of the
NYPD’s website
(http://www.nyc.gov/html/ny
pd/html/home/home.shtml),
which has a link on the left
under the “Find Services”
section to “permits.” Once
you complete the application,
you will need to file it with
the precinct in which your
event is taking place, and
that precinct will issue the
permit. The fee for a one-
time sound permit is $45.

Though city rules 
specify that permits must
be sought at least five
days before the event, you
are entitled to receive a
permit even if you apply
less than five days before

your event. City rules 
prohibit the use of amplified
sound within 500 feet of a
school, courthouse or
church during hours of
school, court or worship, or
within 500 feet of a hospital
or similar institution. In
many instances, the permit
may specify a decibel limit
on the level of permissible
sound. City rules also 
prohibit the use of amplified
sound between 10 p.m. and
9 a.m. in nonresidential
areas; in residential areas,
amplified sound is not 
permitted between 8 p.m.
or sunset, whichever is
later, and 9 a.m. on 
weekdays and between 8
p.m. or sunset, whichever
is later, and 10 a.m. on
weekends.

Finally, if you intend to
use amplified sound that 
requires electricity, you are
not allowed to tap into 
public power (e.g. a light

pole) unless you have made
specific arrangements with
the city to do so.

WWhhaatt  iiff  II  wwaanntt  ttoo  hhaavvee  aa
rraallllyy,,  pprreessss  ccoonnffeerreennccee  oorr
ddeemmoonnssttrraattiioonn  iinn  aa  cciittyy
ppaarrkk??
You are entitled to 
distribute expressive 
materials or have a rally,
press conference or
demonstration in a city
park. If the event will 
include more than 20 
participants, you must 
obtain a special events
permit from the Parks 
Department. You can 
obtain a permit application,
which contains the general
rules governing the permit
process, from the 
Department’s main office in
the borough where the
park is located or you can
apply online at the Parks 
Department’s website
(www.nycgovparks.org).

The application fee is $25.
You also are entitled to

use amplified sound at an
event in a city park. As
with amplified sound in
other public places, you
must obtain a permit from
the Police Department to
use amplified sound in a
public park. Generally, the
Police Department will not
issue a sound permit until
you obtain your Parks 
Department permit.

WWhhaatt  iiff  II  wwaanntt  ttoo  hhaavvee  aann
eevveenntt  iinn  ffrroonntt  ooff  CCiittyy  HHaallll??
You are entitled to have a
rally, press conference or
demonstration on the
steps of City Hall or in the
plaza directly south of the
steps. (City Hall Park also
is open for such events,
but these are subject to
the normal rules for parks
events.) You do not need a
permit for events in front of
City Hall, but you do need

to schedule your event
with Police Department 
officials at City Hall.

To schedule an event,
call the Police Desk at
(212) 788-6688. Though you
are entitled to have an
event, there are certain 
restrictions at City Hall.
Groups are limited to 300
people, and only a portion
of the steps may be used.
All attending an event
must pass through a metal
detector.

WWhhaatt  eellssee  ddoo  II  nneeeedd  ttoo
kknnooww??
The most important thing
you can do to ease the
permit process is to apply
for your permit as early as
possible. Be persistent in
pursuing the process, keep
copies of any paperwork
you submit, and have the
names of the public officials
with whom you deal.

In many instances

groups holding events on
public property in New
York City, whether with a
permit or otherwise, will
receive a phone call from
the Intelligence Division of
the Police Department
seeking general information
about the event. The Police
Department is entitled to
ask such questions, but you
are entitled not to answer
them, if you choose not to.

You are free to use
signs at your event, but the
Police Department does
not want them affixed to
wooden sticks or metal
poles; use cardboard tubing
or hold them. Signs are not
permitted to be affixed to
public property, such as
light posts or police 
barriers.
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